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The new exhibition Childhood & Toys was opened on 
Saturday 22nd May. Time travelling was the theme of 
the day, as Rudyard Kipling travelled from the 1930s 
to open the exhibition. Although he had hoped to 
catch up with his old acquaintance Henry Sargent 
who he had met at the Brassey Institute. In the      
afternoon Kipling (aka local historian Geoff             
Hutchinson) gave a talk about the life and work of 
Rudyard Kipling.  

Just like another popular time 
traveller, Kipling was pursued 
by Clive the ‘Dalek’. Clive made 
sure that all the guests         
behaved themselves and even 

posed for a few photos before having a go as a museum custodian 
(see page 2)! 

Guests were treated to a children’s tea party with plenty of orange 
squash, gingerbread men, cup cakes and sweets. Some of our 
younger guests got into the spirit of the day by dressing up as Alice in 
Wonderland, Elizabeth Swann from Pirates of the Caribbean and 
Darth Vader. 

New Chairman John Betts gave the opening speech which was        
followed by a few words from Claire Eden the Social History           
Collections Manager who had co-ordinated the exhibition. Thanks 
were given to all the contributors, the oral history interviewees, Sally 
and Lesley the oral history volunteers and Cheryl Poole for the film. 

 

Museum Website  

Did you know that the Museum has a new website? If you haven’t had 
a chance to look yet, it is certainly worth a visit. The website can be 
found at www.bexhillmuseum.co.uk    

The website contains information about the three galleries and the 
history of the museum, as well as current and past exhibitions, events 
and photographs. There is also a video that shows the museum      
redevelopment project from start to finish. 

It’s a great way to keep up to date with museum news in between 
newsletters and if you miss a newsletter you can view archived copies 
on the site too!  

Clive the ‘Dalek’ 

Geoff Hutchinson as   
Rudyard Kipling 

Reece, Tamsin and Olivia join in the fun 
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Diary Dates     
 

Bexhill Artists Workspace       
Open Studio 
1st, 8th, 15th & 29th August 2010 
Bexhill Museum Education Room
  
Guided Walk  
Stepping Out to Follow the Sidley 
to Crowhurst Railway  
with Heather Morrey 
1st August 2010                 11am 
meet at Ninfield Road car park 

Family Guided Walk 
Stepping Out for a Family Beach 
Safari 
with Julian Porter 
5th August 2010          11am 
meet at Sea Angling Club car park 

Childrenôs Summer Activity 
Afternoon 
5th August 2010           2pm 

Coffee Morning 
5th August 2010          10am 
Parkhurst Hall 

Guided Walk  
Stepping Out to the óAmsterdamô 
with Heather Morrey 
10th August 2010              6pm 
meet at Galley Hill Coastguard 
Station 

Childrenôs Summer Activity 
Afternoon 
12th August 2010           2pm 

Family Guided Walk 
Stepping Out for a Family Beach 
Safari 
with Julian Porter 
19th August 2010          11am 
meet at Sea Angling Club car park 

Childrenôs Summer Activity 
Afternoon 
19th August 2010           2pm 

Bexhill Photographic Club 
exhibition 
20-22nd August 2010 
Museum Education Room 

Guided Walk  
Stepping Out for the Story of 
Cycling in Bexhill 
with Heather Morrey 
22nd August 2010             2pm 
meet at The Sackville 

Childrenôs Summer Activity 
Afternoon 
26th August 2010           2pm 

Coffee Morning 
2nd September 2010        10am 
Parkhurst Hall 

Guided Walk  
Stepping Out to Bexhill in World 
War II (part 2) 
with Heather Morrey 
19th September 2010        2pm 
meet at Bexhill Museum 

 

 

www.bexhillmuseum.co.uk 

There will be another volunteers’ evening on Wednesday 8th September 2010 at 6.30pm in 
the Museum Education Room. This is an informal evening where everyone has the             
opportunity to get together and discuss current issues. Light refreshments will be available.  

Its also a chance to look at training 
needs and visitor feedback from the 
people who matter the most           
—the volunteers!  

You don’t have to be currently    
volunteering to attend so if you 
want to know how things work and 
to meet the team please come along 
and see for yourself.  We hope to 
see you there. 

Mary Bywater & Chris O’Grady 

Wƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΩ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ 

White - Sussex Downs College (July—September 2010)  

The new fashion show is provided by the students of Sussex Downs College and entitled 
‘White’. Their brief was to explore and exploit the properties of the materials they had to 
work with then combine different techniques and processes to come up with innovative new 
ideas. Much of the fabric was from hospital sheets that had been donated for the project as 
well as plastics and recycled materials. The Fashion Pathway on The National Diploma for Art 
and Design at Sussex Downs tries to be as sustainable as possible and while the main focus is 
on developing good design it encourages the reworking of existing materials and fabrics that 
would otherwise be thrown away. 

We are establishing a new fund to help with the conservation of the collections in our care 
and we need your help to make this possible. At the moment we are seeking to re-house 
the bound volumes of the Bexhill Observer and Bexhill Chronicle. These are a very           
important resource but fragile and need to be stored in archival boxes. We also need to buy    
conservation fabric to cover the costume collection on hangers in the new store and to line 
display cases. There is another desperate need for new environmental monitoring       
equipment to care for the collections.   

The target is £1,500 which we need to raise by September this year and any help you can 
give would be  much appreciated. If you are already registered for Gift Aid then this can also 
apply to donations made for this appeal. Please write Conservation Fund Appeal on the 
back of your cheque made payable to Society of Bexhill Museum.  

Julian Porter 
Curator 

Conservation Fund Appeal 

White—Sussex Downs College’s fashion show and Chloe Waters with one of her designs 

Photographs by Andy Walters 

Our volunteers ready to give the public a warm welcome! 
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Appointment of new Chairman and deputy 
Chief Executive Officer. 
 
At the Society's Board meeting held on 30th April 2010      
company secretary Don Phillips advised the Directors that 
Stella Bellem, due to personal circumstances, wished to stand 
down as Chairman with immediate effect.  
 
Two Directors had indicated that they would be prepared to 
take over the position. Having spoken to both, Don put       
forward the proposal that John Betts be appointed Chairman 
of the Board of Directors and Christine O'Grady be appointed 
deputy Chief Executive Officer, as this position would be     
vacated by John. These positions would utilise he said, the 
strengths of both able Directors in the best roles for the      
Society. This proposal was unanimously agreed by the Board. 
It was also noted with pleasure that Stella would continue as a 
Director.  

 

A few words from the new Chairman. 
 

“Firstly, I am sure that all members of the Society will join with 
me in thanking Stella for her many years of service to Bexhill 
Museum. From 1986 to 1989 as RDC curator, from 2003 to 
2010 as Chairman and now as a Director. A very hard act to 
follow!   
 
Secondly, thank you to my fellow Directors for having the  
confidence in appointing me as Chairman, truly a museum 
amateur compared with Stella. Because of our different    
backgrounds and the fact that I am retired from paid work, my 
Chairmanship will be somewhat more 'hands on'. I shall retain 
my role as Head of Fundraising and also continue to be       
involved in marketing the museum through the Chamber of 
Commerce and the Bexhill Marketing Group. And, unless Chris 
and the others tell me to "get lost" will continue to assist at 
outside events!    
 
One does not have to be a fortune teller to know that difficult 
times lie ahead and the museum will surely be affected by the 
general 'belt tightening'. As a charitable limited company we 
rely very much on the generosity of you our members and the 
general public to manage and maintain the museum. We   
receive no central government funding as do many charities 
and our annual grant from RDC is solely to assist us towards 
utility costs. Don Phillips does a fantastic job in managing the 
Society's finances by keeping expenses to a minimum. We 
have no large payroll, just Don full time and Toni Neville our 
part time cleaner. Julian Porter our curator being employed by 
RDC as Rother District Curator. All other duties are carried out 
by volunteers and you are worth your weight in gold!  Without 
you, Bexhill would not have a museum, at least not one open 
to the public. 
 

 
We now have marvellous new-look museum which according 
to the Museums Journal "punches above its weight" and 
"altogether is quite a triumph". I believe as Chairman it is my 
duty along with my fellow Directors to promote the museum 
in every way possible and to ensure that we maintain the  
standards set from our re-opening last year. As the second 
most popular visitor attraction in Bexhill  the museum plays an 
important role in the regeneration of our town, which role will 
become even more vital in the coming years.  
 
Finally, an appeal to all members and indeed anyone who 
reads this newsletter. We desperately need front of house            
volunteers to assist on the reception desk and as gallery     
attendants. Full training will be given. All you need is a cheery 
disposition, a smile, a liking for people and of course an        
interest in the museum!  Please contact Don for full details”. 
 
JOHN BETTS 
Chairman        
 
 

{ǳƳƳŜǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ !ŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ 
August 
 
Every Thursday afternoon in August between 
2pm-4pm the Education Group will be running 
children’s activities. The afternoon costs £3 per 
adult and £2 per child. This includes admission 
to the Museum and refreshments are provided.  
 
Thursday 5th AugτGames & Play 
Activities themed around play and games. Includes arts & 
crafts activities. 
Thursday 12th Augτ/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ DŀƳŜǎ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ !ƎŜǎ 
An active afternoon experiencing the different games          
children have played throughout the ages as well as a few  
classic party games. 
Thursday 19th AugτPuppets  
Making puppets  
Thursday 26th AugτSeaside Seashore 
Arts and crafts activities themed around Bexhill seashore and 
seaside. 



òTo inspire people of all ages and promote learning and enjoyment among all Bexhill residents as well as visitors by encouraging discoveryó                                                                             
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On Thursday 13th May 2010, 46 members and friends went on an Outing to Danson House 
and Hall Place and Gardens in Bexleyheath, Kent, on a partly sunny, but cool day. Danson 
House is a classic Georgian Palladian Villa built in 1766 by City Merchant Sir John Boyd for his 
young bride. By 1995 the house was the most famous “at risk building” in London due to  
neglect and dilapidation, but was rescued by English Heritage and Bexley Heath Heritage Trust 
with a £4 million and 10 year restoration. Two groups of us had two very good and             
informative guides for over an hour to explain the history of the building.  

From Danson House and 200 acre parkland, we went on to Hall Place, only 15 minutes away, 
for lunch, picnic or otherwise, and then had a further guided tour in two groups with two 

more extremely good guides. Hall Place 
is a grade 1 listed Tudor Mansion built in 
1540 for Sir John Champneys, using 
stone from a dissolved monastery. It also 
had a Stuart red-brick addition and has 
recently been fully restored and opened 
up as a partial museum. It is also set in 
award winning formal gardens and    
parkland. We left for home at 4.45pm 
after a very good days outing! 

On Friday 11th June 2010 an outing to 
the South of England Agricultural Show at Ardingly Showground was only supported by 22 members and friends. This number was reduced from 27 
due to 5 cancellations. However, although the day was dull and cloudy, the rain kept away and our small group enjoyed a very varied day, with some-
thing to interest everyone. In addition to the judging of various classes of cattle, sheep, horses, pigs, poultry, dogs and rabbits, there was show   
jumping and musical entertainment. There was also flower arranging, numerous craft stalls, and stalls and shops selling just about anything you could 
think of. It was a different day out to our usual venues, but seemed to be enjoyed by those who went. We returned home by 5pm. 

           Michael & Bettina Openshaw 

Just before 8am on 14th May 2010 a group of members gathered at the entrance to Collington Wood to walk with bird expert Cliff Dean. The     
morning was fresh but sunny and the wood at its springtime best—bluebells and wood anemone to walk through and that special green of the new 
leaves above. 

Collington Wood is a compact island of mixed trees surrounded by housing, many with large 
mature gardens so loved by birds. Cliff explained that such habitat with garden feeders         
encouraged many of our well-known species to populate this woodland area when nesting. The 
object of the stroll was to listen to their song and calls and we were not disappointed. Mostly 
the birds kept hidden in the tree canopy but they were in excellent voice and our guide was able 
to identify the particular characteristics of each. One bird very happy to show itself was the 
beautifully-coloured jay, unusually not very vocal on this occasion with its strident call but    
appearing in a very tame fashion when the group stopped. 

Songsters such as robin, wren, chaffinch, tits and blackbirds were much in evidence as expected 
but these were joined by migrant blackcap and garden warbler and the just audible song of the 
tiniest bird, the goldcrest.    

Members will recall the lecture Cliff Dean gave in November 2009 when he explained the work of the Rye Harbour Reserve. The website             
RXwildlife.org.uk is of constantly changing interest and can be highly recommended to those interested in wildlife of the local area. Cliff Dean also 
runs guided walks about landscape and natural history, details of which can be found on his website RXbirdwalks.wordpress.com 

Judith Carey  

Birdsong in Collington Wood 

Trips out  

Goldcrest in Museum 

Saturday Afternoon Workshops—18th September The Bayeux Tapestry as an Archaeological Artefact by Heather Grief, 

2nd October How the World Cottoned on to Weaving by Robert Mucci and 30th October A Glimpse of Smocking by Carol    
Sargent. Advance booking essential so please pick up a form from the Museum. 


